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Hello, I’m Suzanne Donino, Senior Vice President of Network Operations for Turner Entertainment Networks in Atlanta.
 

At Turner Entertainment we support the goals and work of the AAF.
 

We are currently in the midst of constructing a state-of-the-art broadcast facility here in Atlanta. We plan to originate several new feeds, in addition to the 17 we now broadcast.


In the past, we have created multiple versions of a single movie to satisfy the requirements for our existing networks. Our current workflow requires us to create a new air master tape each time a new version is created. 


The change in workflow enabled by AAF will allow us to improve our process and reduce storage and operating costs.


AAF can solve another problem we experience in our current workflow. We spend countless hours re-keying metadata.  Tapes delivered from producers and even our own program edit department contain metadata in the form of labels and rundowns. This metadata has previously been entered into production systems, it must be re-keyed when the content is delivered to our Broadcast Operations Center for air. 

AAF provides a way for us to move metadata from one system to another without re-keying. The beauty of AAF is that the appropriate metadata is joined at the hip with the media though its workflow and life cycle. 

Our future purchase decisions will be based on AAF compatibility. In other words, we are more likely to buy products that include AAF. It is worth the effort of manufacturers to devote resources to this worthwhile initiative.

 Cooperative efforts between manufacturers and content providers can deliver a competitive advantage to all those involved. 


Making AAF work isn’t going to be easy. We do recognize the fact that this endeavor will entail a significant commitment of your, probably already over committed, development resources, but this commitment will produce meaningful results for all of us in the broadcasting industry. 

Manufacturers who have participated in AAF so far have recognized that everyone gains more from cooperation than trying to go it alone. It’s also encouraging to see the mix of manufacturers who have recognized and embraced this fact.


When purchasing decisions are made, increasingly people are going to look not just at the benefits of individual manufacturers offerings, but also at how well the systems will integrate with and enhance their operation.


When I look out my office window, I see our future currently under construction, in the form of our new Network Operations facility.
 

I look forward to having a wide variety of products that are AAF compatible to use in our new facility. 

